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Some 700,000 civil servants, backed by most private sector unions, will carry out a national strike
on Feb. 17 to protest government plans to "modernize" the state. In early January, the government
announced that some 50 state agencies would be privatized or eliminated this year, in an effort to
reduce spending and boost efficiency (see Chronicle 01/14/93). The move was expected to result
in layoffs of about 25,000 workers. In response, the State Union Council (Consejo Sindical Estatal)
voted on Jan. 23 to launch a 24-hour general strike to force the government to reconsider its plan the
first such national labor action since President Cesar Gaviria took office in 1990. The public sector
workers will be backed by Colombia's three labor confederations: Central Unitaria de Trabajadores
(CUT), Confederacion General de Trabajadores (CGT) and Confederacion de Trabajadores de
Colombia (CTC). The Union Council, which called the layoffs a "labor massacre of enormous
proportions," warned that although the strike is planned as a 24-hour protest, the action could be
extended indefinitely if the government does not reconsider state modernization plans. In addition,
all the union confederations will participate in massive street protests on Feb. 10 as a prelude to the
general strike. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 01/12/93, 01/13/93, 01/23/93, 01/26/93)
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